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Robert Chen January 27, 2008

UC Berkeley
There | was in my final round interview, being asked by a partner at
one of the most prestigious management consulting firms (Bain &
Co.) to calculate the revenue, costs, and profit of introducing a
"children get in free” promotion at the Oakland Coliseum. Instead of
panicking, I thought, "Whew! Thank goodness for mental math."

As a child, I had always wondered, "What was the use of being able
to do abacus in my head?" Sure, it was helpful in school, especially
on tests that did not allow calculators. It also trained me to
concentrate for long periods of time, an invaluable skill. Moreover,
when eating out with friends, | could calculate how to divide the cost
and tip among us. But beyond that, I never thought I would use
mental arithmetic anywhere else, especially in matters of direct
importance. So | got through life, until my second to last semester of
college, not knowing how crucial of a skill it was.

At my interviews for the highly sought after jobs in strategy
management consulting, I discovered the decisive difference mental
math made. It allowed me to focus on the business problems
presented without being bogged down by the number crunching,
which significantly improved my interview

performance. Interviewers in the business world, not only in
management consulting, but especially in investment banking and
accounting as well, look very favorably upon job candidates with
strong quantitative skills. There is no question about it; | would not
have had success at interviews without the mental abacus in my head.
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CAAA has reached today’s success due to the hard work and
contributions of members, teachers and its volunteer parents.
We appreciate everyone’s enthusiastic support. We hope you
will continue to participate in our future activities.
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